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Welcome to Mars Hill Church 


Stop by any Information Desk after any service or talk with a Connect Team member for a casual introduction to our church 
community. For more information, sermons, essays and more visit our website at www.marshillchurch.org. If you have additional 


questions, please email life@marshillchurch.org. 


What is Vox Pop’? 


Vox Pop, “voice of the people,” is Mars Hill Church’s monthly newspaper. As the 1st century Christian church grew at a 
supernatural rate, the written word became vital in maintaining communication and community among believers. Not only did 
the letters of Paul play a huge role in this process, they’re in your Bible. Vox Pop is not your Bible. As Mars Hill continues to 
grow, however, our prayer is that the Holy Spirit will use our imperfect words to foster love between you and me and Him. 








Letters to Vox Pop 


Brokeback from last month, a new feature for this month, and Serenity now 


Hello Vox Pop, 

Took time this morning to read your review of Brokeback 
Mountain and Memoirs of a Geisha (“Gay or Geisha?” Feb. 
'06). 

| found your review to be sensitive, honest, intelligent, help- 
ful and forthright; not trivializing man’s sexual urges, but look- 
ing at the background in the lives of the men, and “feeling” 
the pain that results when God's plan for sexual expression 
is blurred and eventually polluted. Thanks. | felt the Spirit's 
affirmation of your analysis and thoughtful discussion. This is 
the kind of stuff that makes dialogue possible. 

Sincerely and gratefully, 
Gib Martin 


We are members of Mars Hill and recently enjoyed watch- 
ing the entire Firefly TV Series and the movie Serenity (both 
available on DVD). Has anyone on your staff watched this 
series and considered having an article or discussion? 
Thanks so much for Vox Pop. We've always found it worth 
reading cover to cover! 

Dixie and Bob Moore 


Thanks, Dixie and Bob. While all the Firefly fans out 
there wait for a Mars Hill screening, be sure and 
check out Pastor James’ review of Serenity, available 
at www.marshillchurch.org in the downloads section. 


Write to Vox Pop 
Email voxoop@marshillchurch.org with your 
ideas, rants, and reactions. 


Hello Vox Pop, 

You indicated that you could use more material for the pub- 
lication. Anyway, Lisa Beyeler is accumulating a database 
containing the replys that we folks on the Mars Hill Theology 
Response Team send out to people that make inquiries 
regarding sermons, events, materials, books written by staff, 
etc. | am sure Lisa could let you review the database to find 
some of our efforts that would be worth printing. 

Another idea | had would be to have a “Testimony” column. 
On the member’s website in the “Forum” category some 
members have posted their testimonies. A couple of them 
are outstanding. If you started a “Testimony” column | think 
people would begin to respond and offer more of them. 

Blessings, 
Mike O'Dea 


Great idea, Mike. We took your advice. This month 
Vox Pop introduces a new feature, ‘What the $#@?,’ 
where members of the Theological Response Team 
answer questions about life, Jesus, and Mars Hill 
Church. Check out the debut exchange on page 9. 
Send your questions to voxpop@marshillchurch.org. 


Stop Going to Church’? 





By Pastor James Harleman 


This is the last thing anyone expects to hear from a 
pastor, and no, it’s not because Sunday services are full 
and we need to free up seats. We're not becoming a virtual 
church where everyone will hear the sermon, take digital 
communion, and sing at their computer monitors. No, this 
statement is something far more important, and | hope 
everyone that calls Mars Hill their home will take note and 
follow suit. You really need to stop going to church, and 
most especially if you’re a Christian. 

I've talked to professing Christians who don’t go 
anywhere on Sunday, and don’t really participate regularly 
with other men and women who believe in Jesus. They say 
they love Jesus, but don’t feel the need to “do church”. Is 
this what I’m talking about? Not at all - these misguided 
folks are missing the point also. In Acts 2 we see that 
Christians met regularly in large public assembly, and also 
broke bread together in each others homes. This is why 
Mars Hill meets weekly in an open, public gathering and 
also has community groups in homes. Scripture says those 
first-century Christians met daily, which means if there was 
a “fellowship quota” many of us would be sadly under par. 
Hebrews 10 even reinforces this, stating “Let us not give up 
meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let 
us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the 
Day approaching.” 

When | say “stop going to church”, I’m talking about 
a manner of speaking, and the implicit message it sends to 
those around us and even our own minds. Take a Christian 
father, for example. He wakes up the kids, helps mom get 
breakfast on the table, puts on the kids shoes and coats, 
and tells them to get in the car because it’s time to “go to 
church”. The Christian single guy is hanging out with his 
roommates grabs his keys Sunday afternoon. When asked, 
he tells them that he’s “going to church”. What’s wrong with 
this picture? 

Church is not a place, it’s a people. It’s not a build- 
ing, or a time, or a service, or a location, or an event. 1 
Corinthians 12 describes the church as one body, wherein 
all it's people are different parts. If you wake up Sunday 
morning (or afternoon) and you love Jesus, you aren't going 
to church, you are the church. Christians certainly do gather 
together, pray together, worship together, engage in mis- 
sion together — but this is not “going” to church. The church 
is not something we are supposed to go to, It’s something 
we are supposed to be. 

What? This whole article is about semantics? Yes and 
no. This simple statement has a ripple effect on our think- 
ing and reinforces all sorts of bad stereotypes. Your Bible 
predominantly refers to the church as a people. When Saul 
began to “destroy the church” in Acts 5, he wasn't taking a 


wrecking ballto alarge brick building with steeple; he was drag- 
ging men and women out of their homes. Scripture will even 
reference certain areas like Galatia or Corinth and speak of 
“the church” in that region, referring to the people that love 
Jesus in that region, not the place where they had their 
services. Should we not do the same? Let’s take a minute to 
look at some of the repercussions poor vocabulary can have 
on God’s people. 

When we talk about church as a place we go to, we 
reinforce a mentality where the church is a holy location 
instead of a holy people. I’ve seen schizoid Christians at- 
tend certain types of events and use certain words without 
any conscience concerns during their weekly routine, yet 
complain when such words or events present themselves 
“at” the church. This is simply poor thinking on our part. Our 
building is not a “sanctuary”. The big room is an auditorium; 
this is why Mars Hill hosts concerts in the Paradox room and 
shows movies on our big screen, and why our pastors speak 
frankly from scripture through the language of our culture. 
We are called to live holy lives as Christians, not create a 
particular time or place in which we merely act that way. 

Church being a place one “goes to” also breeds a 
consumer mentality in Christians. Instead of being a part of 
the church coming together to serve, it becomes a place 
one comes to get served. Consume the coffee, consume 
the music, consume the teaching, consume the bread and 
wine, Consume some free booklets and notes, and then 
head home. Question: is this being a part of a body? If 
you're a guest and don’t know what you think about Jesus, 
or a traveling Christian passing through, we welcome your 
visit and hope you DO relax and enjoy our hospitality. 


That’s a big part of why we do what we do AS Jesus’ 
Church. 

Even deeper, when we tell ourselves and our kids that 
church is somewhere we “go”, this mental disassociation 
creates the age-old problem of viewing “the church” as 
a mediating entity instead of our identity. Somehow the 
church becomes something between us and Jesus, not 
unlike a Catholic mindset where we need a certain place 
Or experience, or someone in a robe or funny hat, to bridge 
a gap between us to Jesus. You don't have to drive to a 
Mars Hill location to receive holiness, or find Jesus, or get 
forgiven of your sin. If you love Jesus, you are part of His 
church wherever you are, made holy because He sends the 
Holy Spirit to seal that relationship, help you grow in faith, 
and convict you of your sin which is forgiven because Jesus 
already atoned for it. 

Now the word church, back to its ecclesia roots, 
means a “called out assembly”, but this does not necessar- 
ily describe any sort of present, physical assembly. We are 
certainly called by Jesus and assembled to be on the mis- 
sion He has given us, but His church is spread throughout 
the entire world, numbers in the millions, and isn't likely to 
have a big sleepover anytime soon. We see a great portrait 
in Revelation of everyone gathered together to praise and 
worship Jesus, and I look forward to that coming assembly. 

If you don’t call yourself a Christian and aren't sure if 
you love Jesus, you're still more than welcome to join us on 
Sunday or at a class, or in a community group. We just hope 
that you realize the church you're “going” to is the people in 
the room who love Jesus — not the location, not the event. 

(continued: SEE ‘Stop Going to Church?’ page 7) 
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Mars Hill member Nathan Edwards struggles with and is strengthened by multiple sclerosis 


By Amity Egge 





What would you do if God gave you a thorn in your 
flesh, one that threatened to pierce forever, without the pos- 
sibility of being healed? The New Testament clearly testifies 
that God heals. So how do we, as Christians, cope in the 
meantime when we are personally given a thorn? 

Nathan Edwards is one such man who lives with the 
daily reminder that his health could fail and he could wind up 
in a wheelchair. As a result Nathan pays attention to his diet 
and exercise routine. He also prays for God's protection and 
healing. 

“| guess | realize life is a lot more unpredictable than you 
think. When you are younger you don't ever think that you 
are going to be injured or sick. So | keep that in the back of 
my mind and try to prepare for it,” Nathan said. “I have been 
trying to grow closer to God, because | believe that he is a 
healer.” 

Nathan has an autoimmune disorder called multiple 
sclerosis, which means that his immune system attacks the 
healthy tissue guarding his central nervous system. There 
is currently no cure for MS, although there are medications 
that slow down the progression of symptoms and the 
frequency of attacks. The symptoms have a wide range of 
severity from blurred vision and poor coordination to blind- 
ness and paralysis. 

Nathan first noticed his own symptoms when he would 
fall down for no reason. He also had trouble walking and 
would drag his feet. He went to a neurologist who told him 
that it might be MS. It took a year for Nathan to be officially 
diagnosed, because there are some viral infections of the 
brain that produce the same symptoms. During this time 
Nathan was enrolled in a biotechnology program at Seattle 
Central Community College. As Nathan was studying to 
work in this field he faced an uncertain future with his own 
health. 

However, two Christian women who had formed a study 
group with Nathan gave him hope and helped him to find 
Jesus. When they would meet up to study, Kerry would often 
bring up Jesus or she would pray for all of them before a test. 
Nathan did not really think much about Kerry's witnessing, 
until she rode with him to the emergency room after Nathan 
had been having trouble walking. His other study partner 
Maria was concerned about him and suggested that they 
take him to the hospital. 

“I was freaking out about going to the hospital and [Kerry] 
was telling me about Jesus that Jesus loved me and | could 
trust him,” Nathan said. “I think it was the Holy Spirit that broke 
through my defenses. | became a Christian right then.” 

In the hospital as Nathan underwent a MRI and a 
spinal tap, he did not think much about Jesus. Instead he 
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Mars Hill member Nathan Edwards (far left) serves with the 
Security ministry 


worried about the ramifications MS would have on his future. 
When he got out of the hospital he joined a Bible study and 
began attending Mars Hill while Mark was going through 
Ecclesiastes. Mark’s sermons on Ecclesiastes penetrated 
Nathan’s heart, because it pertained to all the uncertainty 
about life that Nathan was experiencing. 

“Mark was talking about how Solomon was writing after 
he was old and his health was failing. And at that point | was 
still recovering from my MS. So the things he was saying 
was pretty similar to what | was going through at the time,” 
Nathan said. “I was figuring out that | needed to get to know 
God, because everything else that | was into at the time 
didn’t really mean anything.” 

Before Nathan came to Mars Hill he was like any other 
non-Christian liberal minded Seattleite. He liked to drink 
beer and smoke pot and lived from one paycheck to the next. 
He originally got a degree from Evergreen State College 
where he learned about mushrooms in his mycology class 
and lucid dreaming in his psychology class. He studied a 
range of subjects like botany, chemistry and biology. After 
graduation Nathan worked in the environmental field for a 
few years, until he decided to go back to college, because 
he was unsatisfied with his jobs. 

Now Nathan works as a lab assistant at Swedish 
Medical Center for a company called Lab Corps. At work 
Nathan enters in blood, urine and fluid specimens into a 
computer and orders the patients tests for the doctors. He 
finds irony in the fact that he comes across specimens from 
patients who are being diagnosed with MS. 

He feels that MS humbled and broke him in order for 
him to discover intimacy with God. However, Nathan realizes 
that fellowship is also important in his personal growth as a 
Christian. 

“| would not be where | am now, repenting of the sins 
that | had in my life before, without the accountability within 
my community group,” Nathan said. \% 


April 2nd: 
Walk and Raise Money for MS 


Mars Hill Church member Nathan Edwards will be 
participating in the 2006 Multiple Sclerosis Lifeline 
Walk on April 2nd. The four-mile walk involves teams 
of people, such as Nathan, to raise money for the MS 
society and support education and awareness of the 
disease. 


The MS Society helps people who are suffering from 
the disease by providing services, such as counseling. 


They also help people who have been disabled by MS, 
by cleaning their houses and running errands. 

According to Nathan, the walk is an opportunity for 
MS sufferers, friends and family, to connect with one 
another and to learn more about the disease. 

Nathan is currently both recruiting team members 
to participate in the walk as well as raising donations 
for the MS Society. If you are interested in helping 
Nathan Edwards with this cause, please contact him at 
Nathan_Edwards@mail.com. 
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Don’t Waste Your Cancer 


By John Piper 








Editor’s note: Author and pastor John Piper leads Bethlehem 
Baptist Church in Minnesota and is the founder of Desiring 
God (www.desiringGod.org). He spoke at the Reformission 
2004 Conference at Mars Hill. Pastor John was recently 
diagnosed with prostate cancer. 


February 15, 2006 

| write this on the eve of prostate surgery. | believe in God's 
power to heal—by miracle and by medicine. | believe it is right 
and good to pray for both kinds of healing. Cancer is not 
wasted when it is healed by God. He gets the glory and that is 
why cancer exists. So not to pray for healing may waste your 
cancer. But healing is not God's plan for everyone. And there 
are many other ways to waste your cancer. | am praying for 
myself and for you that we will not waste this pain. 


1. You will waste your cancer if you do not 
believe it is designed for you by God. 

It will not do to say that God only uses our cancer but does not 
design it. What God permits, he permits for a reason. And that 
reason is his design. If God foresees molecular developments 
becoming cancer, he can stop it or not. If he does not, he has a 
purpose. Since he is infinitely wise, it is right to call this purpose 
a design. Satan is real and causes many pleasures and pains. 
But he is not ultimate. So when he strikes Job with boils (Job 
2:7), Job attributes it ultimately to God (2:10) and the inspired 
writer agrees: “They ... comforted him for all the evil that the 
Lord had brought upon him” (Job 42:11). If you don’t believe 
your cancer is designed for you by God, you will waste it. 


2. You will waste your cancer if you be- 
lieve itis a curse and not a gift. 
“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are 


in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1). “Christ redeemed us from the 
curse of the law by becoming a curse for us” (Galatians 3:13). 
“There is no enchantment against Jacob, no divination against 
Israel” (Numbers 23:23). “The Lord God is a sun and shield; 
the Lord bestows favor and honor. No good thing does he 
withhold from those who walk uprightly” (Psalm 84:11). 


3. You will waste your cancer if you seek 
comfort from your odds rather than 
from God. 

The design of God in your cancer is not to train you in the 

rationalistic, human calculation of odds. The world gets com- 

fort from their odds. Not Christians. Some count their chariots 

(percentages of survival) and some count their horses (side 

effects of treatment), but we trust in the name of the Lord our 

God (Psalm 20:7). God's design is clear from 2 Corinthians 

1:9, “We felt that we had received the sentence of death. But 

that was to make us rely not on ourselves but on God who 

raises the dead.” The aim of God in your cancer (among a 

thousand other good things) is to knock props out from under 

our hearts so that we rely utterly on him. 


4. You will waste your cancer if you re- 
fuse to think about death. 

We will all die, if Jesus postpones his return. Not to think 
about what it will be like to leave this life and meet God is 
folly. Ecclesiastes 7:2 says, “It is better to go to the house of 
mourning [a funeral] than to go to the house of feasting, for 
this is the end of all mankind, and the living will lay it to heart.” 
How can you lay it to heart if you won't think about it? Psalm 
90:12 says, “Teach us to number our days that we may get a 
heart of wisdom.” Numbering your days means thinking about 
how few there are and that they will end. How will you get 
a heart of wisdom if you refuse to think about this? What a 
waste, if we do not think about death. 


5. You will waste your cancer if you think 
that “beating” cancer means staying 
alive rather than cherishing Christ. 

Satan’s and God's designs in your cancer are not the same. 

Satan designs to destroy your love for Christ. God designs to 

deepen your love for Christ. Cancer does not win if you die. It 

wins if you fail to cherish Christ. God’s design is to wean you 
off the breast of the world and feast you on the sufficiency of 

Christ. It is meant to help you say and feel, “I count everything 

as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ 

Jesus my Lord.” And to know that therefore, “To live is Christ, 

and to die is gain” (Philippians 3:8; 1:21). 


6. You will waste your cancer if you 
spend too much time reading about 
cancer and not enough time reading 
about God. 

It is not wrong to know about cancer. Ignorance is not a virtue. 
But the lure to know more and more and the lack of zeal to 
know God more and more is symptomatic of unbelief. Cancer 
is meant to waken us to the reality of God. It is meant to put 
feeling and force behind the command, “Let us know; let us 
press on to know the Lord” (Hosea 6:3). It is meant to waken 
us to the truth of Daniel 11:32, “The people who know their 
God shall stand firm and take action.” It is meant to make 
unshakable, indestructible oak trees out of us: “His delight is 
in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and 
night. He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields 
its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he 
does, he prospers” (Psalm 1:2). What a waste of cancer if we 
read day and night about cancer and not about God. 


7. You will waste your cancer if you 
let it drive you into solitude instead 
of deepen your relationships with 
manifest affection. 

When Epaphroditus brought the gifts to Paul sent by the 

Philippian church he became ill and almost died. Paul tells the 

(continued: SEE ‘Don’t Waste Your Caner’ page 7) 
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Beyond Good and Evil? 


Theological Ramblings about Your Favorite Music 


By Matt Johnson 





Everybody has a guilty pleasure in their life. For some it’s 
watching a superficial TV show about spoiled teenage girls 
living in LA with eating disorders. Maybe you secretly like a 
boy band. l'Il tell you mine. A couple years ago, | was really 
into those two-for-99-cents Jack in the Box Tacos. Recently, 
I've wised up and started to notice the undesirable digestive 
effects of partaking in the dog food like mexi-treats. While | 
don't dine at Jack in the Box anymore, | still have fond memo- 
ries of my short lived junk food obsession. So now | have 
a new obsession. | am a fan of death metal and its closely 
related genre cousin, black metal. There, | said it. One of 
my favorite pastimes involves cruising around in my car and 
cranking up the metal mix on the stereo. Cannibal Corpse, 
Immortal, Mayhem, Morbid Angel, Slayer-go ahead and 
scoff-l love ‘em all. What | once considered a guilty pleasure 
five plus years ago, | now consider one of my favorite forms 
of music—for real. 

I'm completely aware that the average reader of this ar- 
ticle is interested in discussions about obscure heavy metal 
music about as much as a the latest Star Trek convention. 
And my apologies go out to my friends and family who are 
unwittingly sucked into my half-baked philosophy of music. 
But for those that are willing to stick it out for the duration 
of this article, | promise there’s an objective point to be had 
beyond mere fannish appreciation. (OK, the disclaimer is 
officially over.) 

To the untrained ear, the particulars of heavy metal 
genres go undifferentiated. Some tend to throw Metallica, 
Slayer or Korn into the same musical category. The thought 
of which makes any true metal-head shudder. Simply put, if 
the audible equivalent of Metallica is the sound of a derail- 
ing train and a guy with a sore throat, the sound of Morbid 
Angel is a detonated nuclear bomb and a roaring mama bear 
protecting her cubs. For the uninitiated, death metal music 
is so fast and heavy it’s hard to comprehend that the sound 
coming through your speakers is created by human beings. 

Though there are stylistic and thematic differences 
between death metal and black metal, l'Il put them both into 
the death metal category in this article for the sake of conti- 
nuity (and for any actual fans of these genres reading this, 
| recognize the differences). In the early/mid-eighties bands 
like Venom, Possessed, Slayer, Celtic Frost, Bathory Napalm 
Death, and the like were taking heavy metal into a completely 
new realm from their predecessors like Judas Priest or Iron 
Maiden. In the days before file sharing on the Internet, much of 
the development of the death metal genre occurred through 
underground demo-tape-swapping networks. Over time, new 
sub-genres developed as young, new bands raced to be the 
heaviest, fastest, or most evil-sounding band around. 


oy 
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Disturbing themes pulse within the music and appear on the 
album covers of death metal rock. How should Christians 
interpret and respond to images and lyrics that espouse 
“gratuitous blood, gore, and--at times--flat out occultism”? 


At first glance it would be easy for a Christian listener 
to dismiss the entire genre since death metal camps out on 
themes of death, violence, destruction, religious hypocrisy, 
and deviancy. Why in the world would anyone want to listen 
to trashy music that revels in gratuitous blood, gore and—at 
times—flat out occultism? Well, I'll get to that question a 
little later. But first, I'd like to point out that I’ve personally 
observed that these themes are (usually) just metaphors for 
exploring the inevitabilities of life in a world of evil, fear, and 
entropy that eventually lead to death and decay. Within the 
essentially nihilistic worldview espoused through death metal, 
one Is facing the meaningless abyss and Is more equipped to 
clear away moral clutter in an effort to live by what Friedrich 
Nietzsche deemed “beyond good and evil.” The theory goes 
that once one effectively clears away this “clutter” of life, the 
individual is then able to explore creative new ways of living 
autonomously unchained from fear of the unknown. 


Through the years of being a studious listener to death 
metal, I've come to appreciate this philosophical consistency. 
If one is to completely abandon religious revelation as a way 
to explain the complexity of our world and trade that in for 
a purely naturalistic, scientific worldview, there really is no 
place for moral absolutes. Put another way, might makes 
right and feelings about justice, right and wrong, ethics, or 
love are not grounded in reality and must be refused for the 
sake of philosophical consistency within that system. With 
this world view in mind, logically people don’t murder be- 
cause humans are hard wired to further their species; what 
is commonly called “love” is merely electrical impulses in the 
brain that in turn produces a feeling; and what’s justice in a 
world devoid of moral value? 

In terms of evangelism, there are some thematic under- 
currents to nihilism that provide a gateway to a worthwhile 
discussion. If you take on the presupposed philosophical 
or theological perspective of your opponent (i.e., presup- 
positional apologetics) and work nihilism out to its logical 
end, you arrive at a worldview which, unless you're insane, 
nobody can practically live with. That’s where the gospel 
comes in. 

But back to the subject of that morally reprehensible 
music. Death, war, rape, gore and pagan worship aren't fit- 
ting for a good Christian to be thinking upon. Or are they? 
Maybe we should consult the Bible before we expand on 
that one. Ever read about the assassination of the obese 
Moabite king named Eglon? He was so fat in fact that when 
the sword was thrust into his belly the fat closed in around 
the blade and handle. Oh, and if that isn’t graphic enough, 
he also defecated all over himself after he was killed. Or how 
about the prophets repeated references that describe Israel 
as an open legged whore? Wasn't the Apostle Paul being 
unnecessarily crude when he told the Galatian Judaizers 
that were hung up on circumcision that they should just go 
ahead and cut their whole genitalia off?! WWe all love the 
heart warmer in Judges 4:1 7-22 that tells a story of a woman 
that jams a tent peg through Heber the Kenite’s head. And 
of course let’s not forget about the adulterous couple being 
speared together while they were in the very act of doin’ it 
in Numbers 25:6-9. And if that wasn’t enough there is men- 
tion of women eating their own afterbirth and babies being 
thrown into fires as a sacrifice to the pagan gods and so on. 

After taking the Gospel and Culture class this last 
January with Pastor James, (thanks for leading us through 
some of those verses, James), some of these issues became 
clearer as | though about what is acceptable Christian moral- 
ity in film, music and the written word. I’d been thinking about 
these themes myself for years but Pastor James put these 
ideas together concisely. 

So back to that pesky question: Why would any 
Christian with good moral principles listen to such trash? 
First, on a purely superficial level, | personally think it sounds 
cool. lm impressed by the fact that death metal musicians 
have achieved the technical ability required to pull off 
the genre effectively. Secondly, | can truly appreciate the 

(continued: SEE ‘Good and Evil’ page 7) 


Good and Evil 


( continued from page 6) 


musicianship knowing that whether the players on a given 
CD recognize that their musical ability comes from God or 
not, at least | can recognize it. And anyone who thinks that 
it’s the devil that doles out musical ability needs to shake off 
their snake-handlin’ voodoo superstitions. 

“But isn’t the music evil?” you may ask? Well, we 
should probably take some time to define what a question 
like that means. What is evil? Are things—as in objects like a 
compact disc on your bookshelf or sounds emanating from 
speakers-—really evil? The answer is no. People are evil not 
physical objects. On the other hand, is it possible that by 
hearing the words in a song someone may be tempted to en- 
gage in evil thoughts or actions? Yes, that is true depending 
on the person and their level of maturity. And as the apostle 
Paul says in Romans 14, we need to conduct our Christian 
lives in such a way so as to not violate our conscience. 

“But aren’t we supposed to think upon things that are 
lovely and pure like it says in Philippians 4:8?” Consider 
the following thoughts on this verse as described by hor- 
ror-movie writer Maurice Brauddus at www.hollywoodjesus. 
com. Though his subject is aimed towards a Christian the- 
ology of the horror movie genre, the same basic principles 
apply. “What if, instead of running away from anything that 
wasn't true, noble, right, pure, lovely or admirable—which 
would result in endless running—we were the focus of the 
verse, not the objects around us? What if because of who 
we were in Christ, our minds were so transformed that we 
saw and recognized nobility, rightness, purity, loveliness, and 
admirable traits in everything around us. That we could find 
excellent and praiseworthy elements all over creation? | am 
convinced that there is an on-going conversation about God 
going on in pop culture that the church is on the outside 
looking in on. If God could communicate through a burning 
bush and a donkey, surely He could communicate through a 
few scary stories”. 

As a musician who has toured the country in rock bands 
extensively, has read a whole lot of theology by Francis 
Schaeffer on the subject of Christians in the arts, and spent 
lots of time in the Word and prayer, I’ve wrestled for years on 
what it is truly to engage the culture without compromising 
my faith. | don’t claim to have all the answers and I’m certainly 
not going to encourage someone to violate their conscience 
for the sake of relevance. But at the same time, since God 
decided to include those details about our bodily fluids, all 
those gory wars, and incest in His inspired Word, I’m not 
going to try and be more holy than Him. 

| think horror-movie writer Maurice Brauddus puts it 
best: “Horror is about grappling with what we see in the 
world around us and dealing with the implications of the 
eternal philosophical question ‘why?’ Why do bad things 
happen to good people? Why is there evil? Why do we do 
the things we do to one another? So the question isn’t how 
can a Christian write or watch horror, (or listen to a certain 
kind of music) but how could we not.” w4 





stop Going to Church? 


(continued from page 3) 


You're also more than welcome to join us in loving Jesus 
and being His church. 

If you're a Christian, you might be on board and ready 
for this vocabulary coup, but you probably have the inevi- 
table question: what am | supposed to say? “I’m going to 
join my fellow Christians as part of the church to worship 
together now.” Ugh - sounds like a mouthful. “I’m going to 
worship Jesus at a facility in (insert location here), though 
| can do that anywhere.” Crap, now all your friends who 
don’t love Jesus think you're a nut-ball. Even “get in the 
car, kids — we're going to worship Jesus with our friends” 
sounds strange to our ears. I’d prefer not to prescribe some 
canned response here. | think it’s better to challenge each 
Christian to determine a response that fits their audience. 
Remember, Mars Hill Church takes our name from the loca- 
tion of Paul’s sermon in Acts 17. As he used scripture and 
poetry to explain Jesus to the Athenians, they commented 
that he was “bringing some strange ideas to our ears”... 
and this led to further conversation. If we stop reinforcing 
a bad stereotype of what church is, speaking and referring 
to the church as God intended, perhaps our vocabulary will 
be strange in the ears of those around us and provoke the 
same type of curiosity, and a chance to explain the gospel 
we've been entrusted with. 


For the eager but uncertain, here’s one possibility: 

“Where are you going?” 

“I’m going to Mars Hill.” 

“Where's that?” 

“Oh, it’s in Seattle/Shoreline, where my church gets together 
on Sunday.” 

“Mars Hill? Never heard of it. | know Capitol Hill, Crown 
Hill...” 

(Smirking) “Actually, it’s in Athens.” 

(Sarcastic) “Now you're going to Greece.” 

“No, it’s like this. In the book of Acts...” 


If you’re still struggling with what to say, at least begin by 
using church as an adjective in relation to events and loca- 
tions. You’re going to the church service. You’re going to 
the church building. These are certainly things Jesus has 
provided for our church. | know, | know — it’s a whole extra 
word or two; somehow, | think we can survive. 

Jesus says in Matthew 12 that we will be judged for 
every careless word we have spoken. Many people quote 
this verse in regard to speaking against God, and others 
attribute it more broadly to gossip, slander and four-letter 
words. As | look forward to having kids and raising them up 
to know Jesus and his relationship with His church, | won- 
der if “careless” includes using poor phrases that ill-define 
that relationship and confuse immature minds. I’m going to 
stop “going to church” now, just to be sure. | hope you'll do 
the same. w 





Don't Waste Your Cancer 


( continued from page 5) 


Philippians, “He has been longing for you all and has been dis- 
tressed because you heard that he was ill” (Philippians 2:26- 
27). What an amazing response! It does not say they were 
distressed that he was ill, but that he was distressed because 
they heard he was ill. That is the kind of heart God is aiming 
to create with cancer: a deeply affectionate, caring heart for 
people. Don’t waste your cancer by retreating into yourself. 


8. You will waste your cancer if you 
grieve as those who have no hope. 
Paul used this phrase in relation to those whose loved ones 
had died: “We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, 
about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as others 
do who have no hope” (1 Thessalonians 4:13). There is a grief 
at death. Even for the believer who dies, there is temporary 
loss—loss of body, and loss of loved ones here, and loss of 
earthly ministry. But the grief is different—it is permeated with 
hope. “We would rather be away from the body and at home 
with the Lord” (2 Corinthians 5:8). Don’t waste your cancer 

grieving as those who don't have this hope. 


9. You will waste your cancer if you treat 
sin as casually as before. 

Are your besetting sins as attractive as they were before you 
had cancer? If so you are wasting your cancer. Cancer is 
designed to destroy the appetite for sin. Pride, greed, lust, ha- 
tred, unforgiveness, impatience, laziness, procrastination—all 
these are the adversaries that cancer is meant to attack. Don't 
just think of battling against cancer. Also think of battling with 
cancer. All these things are worse enemies than cancer. Don't 
waste the power of cancer to crush these foes. Let the pres- 
ence of eternity make the sins of time look as futile as they 
really are. “What does it profit a man if he gains the whole 
world and loses or forfeits himself?” (Luke 9:25). 


10. You will waste your cancer if you fail 
to use it as a means of witness to the 
truth and glory of Christ. 

Christians are never anywhere by divine accident. There are 
reasons for why we wind up where we do. Consider what 
Jesus said about painful, unplanned circumstances: “They will 
lay their hands on you and persecute you, delivering you up to 
the synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before 
kings and governors for my name’s sake. This will be your 
opportunity to bear witness” (Luke 21:12 -13). So it is with 
cancer. This will be an opportunity to bear witness. Christ is 
infinitely worthy. Here is a golden opportunity to show that he 
is worth more than life. Don’t waste it. 


Remember you are not left alone. You will have the help you 
need. “My God will supply every need of yours according to 
his riches in glory in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:19). 

Pastor John 1% 

© 2006 John Piper. Used by permission. www.desiringGod.org 
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Due North 


Mars Hill: Shoreline readies for 
second wave 


By Mark Bergin 





SHORELINE-The experiment that is Mars Hill:Shoreline 
began like most grand endeavors tied to this burgeoning 
church: with new carpet, fresh paint and a packed house. A 
crowd of near 450 people, including 75 children, filled the 
satellite campus almost beyond capacity on opening Sunday 
in late January. 

Facilities managers scrambled to find extra chairs; child 
care workers just scrambled. And site pastors charged with 
overseeing the ambitious launch began drafting plans for a 
second service. 





Above: Before renovations. Below: At the first service. 
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the facility. The first service was roughly two thirds full. Lead 
facilities manager Trevor Welch found the slower pace a bit 
strange. “I was thinking, ‘What’s wrong? We're not bursting at 
the seams.’ For people who are here all the time, you almost 
begin to expect that, so it’s almost a mental let down when 
there isn’t that many people.” 

But splitting the congregation hardly eroded momen- 
tum. Pastor Steve noted “a good sense of energy in the 
room. People continued to be enthusiastic and embracing of 
what we're doing.” 

The rapid transition did provoke several hitches, however 
— the predictable cost of seeking to keep pace with boggling 
numbers. “There were all kinds of problems,” Steve admitted, 
cracking into a chuckle. 

The Saturday night birth of a child to Cassie 
VanderGiessen understandably occupied her husband and 
lighting guru Jeff VanderGiessen. “We had nobody that knew 
how to run the lights at all. That was a total disaster,” Steve 
said, again chuckling. 

A camera malfunction in Ballard produced surprisingly 
poor digital resolution: “It was horrible. We had ghetto video.” 
Two windows on the auditorium’s side doors were left uncov- 
ered: “The sunlight was blinding us on that side.” 

Perhaps most troubling, the Mars Hill website never up- 
dated to reflect the new service times, prompting between 20 
and 30 people to arrive at 10:45. Oops. 

Through all such human error, however, the Gospel was 
proclaimed in power. Pastor Mark Driscoll preached on the 
importance of a well-built church — a message both comically 
appropriate and convicting all at once. Suffice to say that Mars 
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attention on shepherding Mars Hils north end community. 
“This is clearly the direction God is leading me to go,” he said. 
“| want to be more connected to ministry in a local church set- 
ting and people’s lives Sunday to Sunday. | want to teach and 
preach more often. Ultimately, I’m a local church pastor guy.” 

Steve pastored a church in British Columbia for 10 years 
before joining Mars Hill. His expanding role at the Shoreline 
site will place him back in the pulpit 10-12 times per year and 
establish a model for future site pastors to follow. “I will have 
done it, and I'll be able to say, ‘These are the problems we hit; 
here’s what we found; here’s what we learned,” he said. “I 
wouldn't be able to have that input into their lives if | wasn’t the 
guy that was doing tt first.” 

Buoyed by the success in Shoreline, the tentative plan for 
future Mars Hill expansion includes multiple models: More video 
sites are a near certainty as are more church plants from de- 
parting elders. A third option could combine those two modes, 
creating satellite campuses still intimately connected with Mars 
Hill but featuring an independent preacher rather than Pastor 
Mark on screen each week. Pastor Lief Moi employed such an 
approach successtully for several years, preaching through the 
same texts as Pastor Mark to a group in the University District 
at the former location of the Paradox. 

Such a multi-tiered strategy will necessitate massive re- 
cruitment and training of untapped leaders yet to rise from their 
cushioned black chairs. The needs seem endless: children’s 
ministry directors, technical wizards, hospitality leaders, volun- 
teer coordinators, preachers, counselors and worship pastors. 

In Shoreline, worship director Joe Day has felt the strain 
of growth. “This is a new thing for us, and we're all really tired,” 





A subsequent Sunday more crowded than the first con- 
firmed that need. How could the north end expression of Mars 
Hill reach a new community without empty seats? 

So it was that on Feb. 19, just five Sundays removed from 
the grand opening, a frazzled leadership core stretched its 
volunteer base across a pair of morning services with dramatic 
effect. A once-gridlocked parking lot yielded vacant spaces to 
even the latest arrivers. And patches of unused seats speckled 
Schirmer Auditorium like tokens of welcome relief. 

Lead site pastor Steve Tompkins took the microphone at 
the 9:45 a.m. service and proclaimed with heartfelt enthusiasm, 
“We have empty seats! That’s great; we have room to grow.” 

He might have echoed that refrain at the 11:45 a.m. 
meeting, where parishioners occupied only about a third of 
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Hill: Shoreline remains under construction. 

The service difficulties highlighted an unceasing need 
and opportunity for gifted builders. The sermon called such 
workers to action. The push for volunteers among all depart- 
ments is aimed at first alleviating the breathless smoke and 
mirrors currently necessary to make it from one Sunday to the 
next. Once critical holes are filled, the focus will shift to creat- 
ing redundancy. 

Amid such logistical particulars, one reality is clear: Mars 
Hill: Shoreline is a raging success. 

The struggle to keep up with such rapid development has 
prompted Pastor Steve to make “one of the toughest decisions 
lve made in a lot of years.” He is stepping down as director 
of the Acts 29 church planting network to focus full-time 





he said, packing up gear after the first Sunday of two services. 
“I’m ready for my nap.” The band had previously ducked out to 
Fred Meyer for a baguette during the second service before 
returning to conclude what amounted to a six hour day. 

Hardly ready to complain, however, Joe called the work 
“fun” and the surfacing of empty seats “a physical reminder 
of the need to invite people.” The leadership and volunteers 
at the Shoreline campus and throughout Mars Hill are driven 
to such labor by a collective burden to advance the Gospel. “l 
think we're on about a two year learning curve for even figuring 
out how to do sites well and what they look like in the Seattle 
suburbs,” Steve said. 

To that end, both overflowing crowds and open spaces 


Photo by: Rick James 


provide cause for celebration. In either case, the mission calls. x4 


WHAT THE 


SHO? 





In this new Vox Pop feature, the Theology Response 
(TR) Team tackles questions about Jesus, life, and 
Mars Hill Church. 


Are we anti-accountability? 


Q: After listening to Pastor Mark’s sermon on “The Heart” 
[preached on 10.07.2001, podcast January 2006], | was 
confused about Mars Hill’s stance on accountability. Is there 
no value in being accountable to other brothers and sisters 
as we Struggle to live for God? | recognize that regeneration 
must come from God, but is accountability a way that God 
works in and through other believers to strengthen us? 


A: | listened to the sermon you're wondering about. 

| am glad | did because it was very helpful to me also. The 
message was about 1 hour and 15 minutes long and it was 
not until the 108th minute that Pastor Mark even mentioned 
the word “accountability.” Finally, | heard what you heard when 
he stated, “discipline and accountability are overrated.” 

Taken by itself, that comment would seem strange 
coming from a man of God who is so doctrinally solid as is 
Pastor Mark. However, | gave careful attention to the context 
in which he made that statement. You may recall that Mark's 
main emphasis was how deceitful and “desperately wicked” 
(Jer. 17:9) our natural hearts are and how imperative it is to 
have our hearts transformed by the Holy Spirit of God. 

He mentioned that an entire mental health industry, in 
which we spend as much as 80 billion dollars a year, is largely 
unsuccessful in changing evil and unproductive behavior. 
Since “normal” behavior is assessed by transient, secular 
standards, however, nobody seems to know what “normal” 
is. It was within that context that Mark made the above ques- 
tionable statement. All the discipline and accountability in 
the world will have minimal effect unless the heart has been 
transformed by our creator who knows what normal is. 

| can assure you that Pastor Mark is a strong believer 
in the importance of accountability of believers once they 
have begun the transformation process. The entire structure 
of our church and staff is based on accountability to one 
another [pick up a copy of “Church Leadership” for evidence 
of these standards]. 

Also, there are now have more than 100 homes in which 
Mars Hill Community Groups meet on a weekly basis. | host 
one of those groups myself, and | can state firsthand knowl- 
edge of how God's people can serve one another and keep 
one another accountable to our Lord Jesus and to each other. 


Thanks for asking, 
TR Team w 


Questions? Email voxpop@marshillchurch.org. Pastor Gary 
Shavey oversees the Theology Response Team, made up of a 
few members who respond to the tough questions that inundate 
Mars Hill mailboxes. 
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Friday 6pm until Sunday 12pm at 
Warm Beach Campgrounds 
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Thomas 
Aquinas 


By Pastor Mark Driscoll 





Research by Crystal Griffin 


Thomas Aquinas was born in 1225 in his Italian family 
castle at Roccasecca. He grew up to be an unattractive 
heavy man who suffered from dropsy and had one eye that 
was much larger than the other. He was not a particularly 
dynamic man but rather an introspective, quiet loner who 
rarely entered a conversation, and when he did he would 
speak about something completely unrelated to the con- 
versation. Consequently, his college classmates named 
him “the dumb ox.” 

In 1244 Aquinas joined the Dominican Catholic order. 
His family was greatly opposed to his decision because 
they wanted him to become wealthy and powerful, not take 
a vow of poverty. His broth- 
ers kidnapped him and 
held him captive for fifteen 
months in an effort to pre- 
vent him from entering a life 
of ministry. Unable to dis- 
suade him, their last-ditch 
effort involved sending a 
woman into his bedroom to 
seduce him, but he forced 
her to leave his room and 
devoted himself to a life of 
chastity. 

Finally  relenting, 
his family released Aquinas 
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and in 1245 he went to Paris to study with Albert the 
Great. In 1250 he was ordained as a Catholic priest, and 
in 1256 he was named a master of theology at Paris. 

At that time Christian theology was in great conflict 
with Greek philosophers and Aquinas arose as the most 
competent thinker to address the interface between faith 
and reason. Many of the great thinkers of the day were 
enamored with Aristotle and his ability to explain all of 
reality not with faith and Scripture but with reason and 
philosophy. The growing popularity of Aristotle’s teaching 
was a great threat to Christianity on three major issues. 
One, Aristotle appeared to deny that a god made creation, 
preferring instead an eternal creation. Two, Aristotle was 
believed to oppose any concept of personal physical 
eternal life. Third, Aristotle seemingly taught that God only 
thought of Himself and was therefore not involved in the 
affairs of men or personally concerned about anyone. 

After carefully studying and writing commentary 
on a dozen of Aristotle’s works, Aquinas concluded that 
much of Aristotle’s work was misread by Islamic scholars 
and that most of his actual conclusions were compatible 
with Christianity. In agreement with Aristotle, Aquinas 
concluded that philosophical reason is based upon sen- 
sory data gathered by our five senses and that theological 
revelation does not contradict reason but exceeds it by 
providing insights to that which only God knows and the 
unaided human mind could never know otherwise. For 
example, Aquinas would agree that through reason and 
observing creation a person could reasonably conclude 
that there was a Creator, but apart from the revelation of 
Scripture they would never conclude that the Creator was 
the Trinitarian God. 

Throughout his life Aquinas was an avid reader and 
author. Although he died before his fiftieth birthday, he 
produced more than ten million words in some sixty works, 
including eighteen enormous and dense volumes of theol- 
ogy. His penmanship was so poor and slow, though, that 
he dictated to as many as four secretaries simultaneously 
on different subjects. His surviving biblical commentaries 
include work on all of Paul’s letters and the gospels of 
Matthew and John as well as a work called the Golden 
Chain, a collection of comments by various church fathers 
on all four of the gospels. His Old Testament works include 
a commentary on Job, a partial commentary on the Psalms 
(through the first fifty-one), and a commentary on Isaiah. 
For obvious reasons, Aquinas is widely regarded as the 
greatest theologian of the Middle Ages. 

In 1265 Aquinas began writing perhaps his most 
famous work, the Summa Theologica, which means “a 
summation of theological knowledge.” While working on 
the massive tome, Aquinas had a vision that caused him to 
suddenly stop working on the project. Despite pleadings 
from his secretary, he never wrote again and spent the 
remaining months of his life in reported silence until his 
death in 1274. \% 
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GOSPEL 101 CLASS 
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT WHO WE ARE 
AND WHAT WE BELIEVE. 
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WEDNESDAY CLASSES 
AT MARS HILL CHURCH 
6:45-8:30 April 5th - 26th 


Gospel Class 101 

Led by Mars Hill Church Pastors 

Is Mars Hill your church? This class and its companion 
(Gospel 102) are designed as the next point of connection 
beyond Sunday services for those who are considering Mars 
Hill to be their church home. Gospel 101 serves to lay the 
theological foundation upon which our community lives and 
breathes. Content of the class covers the major tenets of 
our doctrinal statement, including what we believe about The 
Bible, God, Creation, Sin, and Salvation; anyone interested in 
biblical theology, especially if they're feeling that Mars Hill is 
a place they feel is both comfortable and challenging, should 
take this class. We ask every potential church member to 
take Gospel 101 and see if Mars Hill is truly a place where 
they belong. This class is required for church membership 
and many of our subsequent Capstone Classes. 


Worship & Culture 

Pastor Tim Smith 

There is not a Sunday at Mars Hill where you will not hear the 
word Worship. What does that really mean? To many it is 
a genre of music spawned primarily in Nashville, Tennessee. 
To others it is synonymous with specific activities happening 
in a particular, seemingly sacred space sometime Sunday. 
When we look in the scripture we see much more than this. 
As we open the scripture together we will see the glory of 
God as a thread that runs throughout the entirety of scrip- 
ture. We will see that, for the worshipper of Jesus, there 
are no off-limits subjects just off-limits intentions. Join me as 
we look at what it means to live everyday a life of ceaseless 
worship in this world. 


Biblical Stewardship 

Pastor Jamie Munson 

Biblical Stewardship is a class designed to drastically 
change your view of money in order to harness it as a tool to 
glorify God and advance the Gospel. Our goal is to establish 
scripture as your primary financial decision making tool and 
to help train men and women to be wise stewards of their 
God given resources. 


Leaders Who Last 

Pastor Dave Kraft 

How do leaders survive for so long? Come hear and dialogue 
with Dave Kraft someone who has been in full time ministry 
for numerous years. Get the opportunity to understand and 
begin to apply the basic essentials of effective, fruitful and 


long lasting leadership. The heart of this class is to learn 
what it will take to finish well and to avoid the mistakes that 
many leaders have made that has caused them to be inef- 
fective and crash by living out Biblical principles in your life. 
To get more information on this class you can look through 
the class book “Leaders Who Last” in the Mars Hill Church 
Resource Center. This class is offered for those in leadership 
positions at Mars Hill Church. (This class runs for 8 weeks, 
no class on May 1 Oth) 


Biblical Families 

Pastor Paul Petry and his wife Jonna 

Finding Joy and Wisdom in Family Life: Come laugh and learn 
as we study the Scriptures and apply them to the challenge 
of rearing children to the glory of God. Discussion, prayer, 
fellowship. Married, single and expectant parents welcome! 
(This class runs for 8 weeks, no class on May 1 Oth) 


Practical Theology for Women 101 

Wendy Alsup, Deacon at Mars Hill Church 

Many Christians view the Bible as a dichotomy-—the simple, 
practical, everyday application stuff for the average Christian 
and another level of spiritual study reserved for pastors and 
seminary graduates. While that dichotomy may reflect what 
we see playing out in many churches today, that is NOT a 
Biblical concept. According to Scripture, there is no hope 
for wise, practical daily living apart from fear of the Lord 
and knowledge of the Holy One, which is the essence of 
the definition of theology. Since most theology discussions 
are given by men and aimed at a largely male audience, 
this discussion seeks to fight the unspoken mentality that 
theology is for men and parenting, sewing, or dieting classes 
are for women. Truly, there is nothing like a good grasp of 
true knowledge of God to enable women to meet the many 
practical demands of being a daughter, mother, wife, sister, 
or friend. We'll explore in depth the character and work of 
each member of the Trinity and discuss the ways in which 
knowing God should profoundly affect our daily lives. (This 
class runs for 8 weeks, no class on May 1 Oth) 


Foundation Series 

Classes that are offered in the foundation series are open 
to members and non-members that attend Mars Hill Church. 
These classes will deliver content as well as allow for good 
discussion time to really help process the specific topic 
at hand. Consider the subject matter in these classes as 
another opportunity to lay sound ground work for the rest of 
your Christian life. 


Freedom vs. Worldliness 

Alex Kim, member at Mars Hill Church 

“It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, 
and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of 
slavery.” Paul's statement generates many questions. How 
do | live out the Christian freedom in our culture today? Why 
do we have to suffer? Can | rise above trials | encounter? 
How can | hear the Holy Spirit speak in day to day cultural 


affairs? A distinct mark of a Christian is happiness. We'll 
explore how to fully experience the joy which God has made 
available to His children. Some of the more difficult topics 
will include: Predestination vs. Free Will, Old Covenant vs. 
New Covenant, and Condemnation vs. Conviction. 


SUNDAY CLASSES 
AT MARS HILL CHURCH 
2:30-4:00 April 2-30 with April 16th off because of Easter 


Introduction to Evangelism 

Pastor Gary Shavey, (M.A. in Ministry) 

Tim Klassen, member at Mars Hill Church 

Telling people the good news of Jesus Christ is one of our 
greatest privileges yet at times it can be one of the hardest 
things to do. By using Biblical principles to break down bar- 
riers we will see the joy, grace and blessings of obedience 
in evangelism. This class will be a study of presenting the 
gospel with those around us. Topics include sharing the 
gospel, variety in witnessing, personal testimony, and what it 
means to become a Christian. Be prepared for class discus- 
sion, laughter, sharing and possibilities of breaking out of 
your comfort zone. 


Jeremiah 

Brant Bosserman, member at Mars Hill Church 

Before Jesus Christ cleansed the temple, foretold the judg- 
ment of Israel, or wept over the city of Jerusalem, his min- 
istry was foreshadowed by that of Jeremiah, the “Weeping 
Prophet.” The longest book of the Bible is devoted to 
recording Jeremiah’s oracles which bear witness to the 
tumultuous history surrounding his ministry. In the course 
of our 12 week study, we will take note of various parallels 
between Jeremiah’s context and our own, which include 
problems such as national moral decline, and international 
military conflicts. In addition, we will consider Jeremiah’s 
teaching on God and his nature, as well as the manner in 
which Jeremiah looks forward to Christ and the ministry of 
the Holy Spirit. Ultimately, we hope to cultivate a joy for read- 
ing, understanding, and applying the eternal truths contained 
in the many-faceted Word of God. (This class runs for 12 
weeks, no class Easter Sunday) 


Biblical Marriage 

Pastor Lief Moi, (Masters in Ministry) 

Note: This class is intended to be taken by couples who are 
engaged to be married. 

The Bible speaks of marriage as a covenant, a model, a form 
of relational, romantic, and practical worship that models the 
exquisite romance between Christ and His Church. This 
class serves as a premarital study for any couple wanting to 
be married by a Mars Hill elder. However, it is also open to 
married couples who have never had biblical pre-marriage 
counseling as space is available. (This class runs for 8 
weeks, no class Easter Sunday) 
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Mars Hill 


Community 
Groups 


All community groups take place in the 
homes of church members who are 
committed to sharing their lives with 
those who participate in their group. 
The purpose of community groups is 
to provide a warm environment with 
opportunities for you to connect and 
grow authentic relationships and lasting 
biblical friendships with your brothers and 
sisters in Christ, experience authentic 
biblical community with God and others, 
find nourishment and accountability as 
you mature in your own walk with Christ 
and establish a support center from 
which you will go out into your various 
social networks carrying the hope of the 
Gospel. 

Prayerfully consider joining a 
community group. A comprehensive list 
of groups with contact information is 
available online, in the connect center, 
and below. If you’re interested in hosting 
or leading a Community Group, email 
leadership @marshillchurch.org. 






Ballard Monday 7pm 

Led By: Mark Blair, Craig Baker 
Contact: Kirsten Blair 

Phone: 206-783-1970 

Email: kirstentheblair@yahoo.com 


Ballard Monday 7pm 

Led By: Jon Bugler 

Contact: Levi Mulkey 

Phone: 206-229-5234 

Email: Imulkey@ u.washington.edu 


Des Moines Monday 7pm 
Led By: Rob Thomas 
Contact: Michelle Thomas 
Phone: 206-592-0472 

Email: bluedane@comcast.net 


Greenwood Monday 7:45pm 
Led By: Caleb Davis 

Contact: Caleb Davis 

Phone: 206-297-6164 

Email: davisc@spu.edu 


Kent Monday 9:30am 
Led By: Autumn Brown 
Contact: Autumn Brown 
Phone: 253-520-0086 
Email: planb4@gmail.com 
For Women Only 


Magnolia Monday 7pm 

Led By: Bill Swayne 

Contact: Candace Swayne 
Phone: 206-726-1633 

Email: candace_s@wmsfp.com 
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Mill Creek Monday 7pm 

Led By: Mike Seggelink 

Contact: Mike and Thalia Seggelink 
Phone: 425-338-9692 

Email: tmseggelinK@hotmail.com 


Redmond Monday 7pm 
Led By: Bo Rohlfsen 
Contact: Bo Rohlfsen 
Email: rohlfsen@gmail.com 


University District Monday 6:30pm 
Led By: Taylor Aldridge 
Contact: Taylor and Cricket Aldridge 
Phone: 206-525-3455 
Email: design@brainstormmedia.com 


Wallingford Monday 7pm 

Led By: Dusty Wisniew 

Contact: Dusty and Corinne Wisniew 
Phone: 206-351-2261 

Email: dustywisniew@hotmail.com 


Ballard Tuesday 

Led By: Jordan McDevitt 
Contact: Jordan McDevitt 
Phone: 206-291-4130 
Email: high 
Lakes@hotmail.com 


Ballard Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Jeremy Foster 

Contact: Jeremy Foster 

Phone: 206-250-7637 

Email: jeremyrfoster@hotmail.com 
For Men Only 


Ballard Tuesday 7:30pm 

Led By: David Pauls 

Contact: David and Patty Pauls 
Phone: 206-235-4215 

Email: patty@starfishcreative.com 


Ballard Tuesday 6:30pm 

Led By: Fawn Hall 

Contact: Fawn Hall 

Phone: 206-706-8379 

Email: gasket_girl@hotmail.com 
For Women Only 


Bothell Tuesday 6:30pm 

Led By: Sam Barrett 

Contact: Sam and Beth Barrett 
Phone: 425-398-9490 

Email: samandbethbarrett@yahoo.com 


Central District Tuesday 

Led By: Wes Oaks 

Contact: Wes and Jamie Oaks 
Phone: 206-329-1176 

Email: wesleyandjamie@hotmail.com 


Crown Hill Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Adelle George, Mike O’Dea 
Contact: Mike O'Dea 

Phone: 206-696-1281 

Email: odea.mike@googlemail.com 


Edmonds Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Justin Schaeffer 
Contact: Justin Schaeffer 
Phone: 425-776-4374 

Email: schaeffers 1 @verizon.net 


Edmonds Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Wilson Raj 

Contact: Paul Comte 

Phone: 206-963-7881 
Email: pfcomte@earthlink.net 
For Men Only 


Everett Tuesday 

Led By: Rob Kuchcinski 
Contact: Tim and Anne Quiring 
Phone: 425-379-2966 

Email: tquiring@earthlink.net 


Federal Way Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Kurt Stender 

Contact: Michelle Stender 
Phone: 253- 874-2627 

Email: michelle@stenderlaw.com 


Fremont Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Cory James Clouse 
Contact: Cory James Clouse 
Phone: 425-280-7820 

Email: coryjames32@gmail.com 


Greenlake Tuesday 

Led By: Ben Anderson 
Contact: Scott Richardson 
Phone: 206-227-2943 


Email: GreenLakecommunitygroup @earthlink.net 


Greenlake Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Ryan Plasch 
Contact: Ryan Plasch 
Phone: 206-601-9505 
Email: rdplasch@yahoo.com 


Greenwood Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Patrick Dahlstrom 
Contact: Patrick Dahlstrom 
Phone: 206-550-0007 
Email: pat_rickjd@yahoo.com 


Greenwood Tuesday 7:30pm 
Led By: Drew Maxwell 

Contact: Drew and Lisa Maxwell 
Phone: 206-650-7085 

Email: lisa.maxwell@mac.com 


Greenwood Tuesday 6:30pm 
Led By: Nick Moceri 

Contact: Nick and Beth Moceri 
Phone: 206-219-9092 

Email: moceri@gmail.com 


Kirkland Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Tim Saint 
Contact: Laurie Saint 
Phone: 206-941-8359 
Email: tim@saintfamily.com 


Kirkland Tuesday 7:30pm 

Led By: Colin Jones 

Contact: Colin Jones 

Phone: 425-823-7923 

Email: colin@maverickinvestments.net 


Kirkland Tuesday 7:30pm 
Led By: Tim Zion 

Contact: Tim and Mariah Zion 
Phone: 206-427-7869 

Email: timzion@gmail.com 


Lake City Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Hunter Hadaway 

Contact: Hunter and Molly Hadaway 
Phone: 206-368-8952 

Email: mollyhadaway@comcast.net 


Lynnwood Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: James Dahlman 
Contact: Jim Dahlman 

Phone: 425-744-0588 

Email: jedahlman@hotmail.com 


Lynnwood Tuesday 10:30am 
Led By: Melissa Woolley 
Contact: Kathleen Firstenberg 
Email: katfirst@comcast.net 
For Women Only 


Magnolia Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Barney Kropf 
Contact: Barney Kropf 
Phone: 206-227-6412 
Email: bkropf@spu.edu 


Maple Leaf Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Luke Abrams 
Contact: Jessica Abrams 
Phone: 206-619-3824 

Email: jessica@theabrams.net 


North Seattle Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Dave Kraft 

Contact: Dave Kraft 

Phone: 206-285-1673 

Email: pastordave@marshillchurch.org 


North Seattle Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Mark Kaeizel 

Contact: Mark and Marin Kaetzel 
Phone: 206-361-2282 

Email: kaetzelfamily@msn.com 


Northgate Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Edward Fedele 
Contact: Greg Allen 

Phone: 206-300-7006 

Email: greesha77@comcast.net 
For Men Only 


Northgate Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Michael Adeney, Shane Day 
Contact: Michael Adeney 

Phone: 206-524-4142 

Email: mwadeney@u.washington.edu 


Northgate Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Brian Landsberger 
Contact: Brian Landsberger 
Phone: 206-658-5819 

Email: brian@landsberger.com 


Queen Anne Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Ryan James 
Contact: Ryan James 
Phone: 360-271-1224 
Email: jamesr@spu.edu 


Queen Anne Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Joel Robnett 

Contact: Joel Robnett 

Phone: 206-300-0960 

Email: robonett26@hotmail.com 


Queen Anne Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Jeff Elmore 
Contact: Lindsey Martin 
Phone: 206-719-4512 
Email: lindseym@remax.net 


Queen Anne Tuesday 6:30pm 
Led By: Tim Stiles 

Contact: Tim and Steph Stiles 
Phone: 714-728-6031 

Email: monkstile@hotmail.com 


Queen Anne Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Andrew Hockman, Sally Morrison 
Contact: Andrew Hockman 

Phone: 425-830-1805 

Email: sledge@getstunned.com 


Queen Anne Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Jeremy Culver 

Contact: Dan Harder 

Phone: 425-260-4379 

Email: dan_harder@hotmail.com 


Queen Anne Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Dwayne Forehand 

Contact: Joy Forehand 

Phone: 206-650-7034 

Email: dforehand@marshillchurch.org 


Ravenna Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Nate Nelson 

Contact: Nate Nelson 

Phone: 206-321-2216 

Email: chrisandnatenelson@hotmail.com 


Sammamish Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Mark Brinton 

Contact: Sam and Jackie Jarawan 
Phone: 425-868-0341 

Email: markabrinton@hotmail.com 


Shoreline Tuesday 10:30am 
Led By: Trisha Wilkerson 
Contact: Trisha Wilkerson 

Email: trisha@marshillchurch.org 
For Women Only 


Shoreline Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Dalton Roraback 

Contact: Dalton Roraback 

Phone: 425-246-9393 

Email: Dalton_roraback@mcgraw-hill.com 


Shoreline Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Andrew Myers 
Contact: Heidi Myers 
Phone: 206-992-3019 
Email: alayne@gmail.com 


Shoreline Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Bill Nieman, Matthew Winslow 
Contact: Bill and Joan Nieman 

Phone: 206-417-5565 

Email: joanandbill@seanet.com 


South Seattle Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Ted Dietz 

Contact: Ted and Sarah Dietz 
Phone: 206-755-0774 

Email: sarahdietz@comcast.net 


University District Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Mike Murphey 

Contact: Mike Murphey 

Phone: 206-579-1705 

Email: mmurphey@microsoft.com 
For Men Only 


Wedgwood Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Nathan Burke 

Contact: Nathan & Rachel Burke 
Phone: 206-407-9542 

Email: hexagon76@hotmail.com 


West Seattle Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Kyle Peters 

Contact: Kyle Peters 

Phone: 206-443-1685 

Email: koeters@westinbldg.com 


Ballard Wednesday 7pm 

Led By: ‘Jamin Latvala 
Contact: ‘Jamin Latvala 

Phone: 206-789-8344 

Email: Jamin.latvala@gmail.com 


Fremont Wednesday 7pm 

Led By: David Sheffield 
Contact: Molly Sheffield 

Phone: 206-849-9740 

Email: mollysheffield@gmail.com 


Kirkland Wednesday 6:30pm 
Led By: James Mallory 
Contact: James Mallory 
Phone: 206-940-3918 

Email: jrmallory@hotmail.com 


Lake City Wednesday 10am 

Led By: Molly Hadaway 

Contact: Molly Hadaway 

Phone: 206-368-8952 

Email: mollyhadaway@comcast.net 
For Women Only 


Ravenna/Bryant Wednesday 7:30pm 
Led By: John Fromel 

Contact: John and Debbie Fromel 
Phone: 206-219-5312 

Email: debbie@fromel.com 


View Ridge Wednesday 7pm 

Led By: Matt Hudgins 

Contact: Matt Hudgins 

Phone: 206-753-7334 

Email: matthew.hudgins@uscm.org 


Ballard Thursday 7:30pm 

Led By: Ted Cook 

Contact: Catherine Doner 

Phone: 206-579-9315 

Email: catherinedoner@hotmail.com 


Bellevue Thursday 7pm 
Led By: Cliff Low 
Contact: Cliff Low 
Phone: 425-747-0772 
Email: cliff_low@msn.com 


Bothell Thursday 7pm 

Led By: Tim Reber 

Contact: Mary Reber 

Phone: 425.670.0848 

Email: mary@rebecsolutions.com 


Bothell Thursday 10am 

Led By: Celestine Gibbs 
Contact: Celestine Gibbs 
Phone: 425-275-2723 

Email: Celygibbs@yahoo.com 
For Women Only 


Everett Thursday 6:30pm 
Led By: Will Hofman 
Contact: Marc Fulmer 
Phone: 206-353-2328 


Email: marc.fulmer@agathosfoundation.org 


Greenwood Thursday 7pm 
Led By: Aaron Easter 
Contact: Leigh Georgianna 
Phone: 206-369-951 7: 


Kent Thursday 7pm 

Led By: Shane Rehberg 
Contact: Shane Rehberg 

Email: srehberg@speakeasy.net 


Kirkland Thursday 7pm 
Led By: Mike Bates 
Contact: Michelle Bates 
Phone: 206-313-7757 
Email: mbrenee@gmail.com 


Lake City Thursday 7:30pm 

Led By: Jack McClain, Adam Christiansen 
Contact: Adam Christiansen 

Phone: 206-498-3551 

Email: adammchristiansen@hotmail.com 
For Men Only 


Lake Forest Park Thursday 7pm 
Led By: Mark Bergin 

Contact: Mark or Acacia Bergin 
Phone: 425-670-2853 

Email: mbergin@marshillchurch.org 


Lynnwood Thursday 7:15pm 
Led By: Kristian Ellefsen 
Contact: Bina Ellefsen 
Phone: 206-383-2092 

Email: binahe@yahoo.com 


North Bend Thursday 7pm 

Led By: Tim Pearson 

Contact: Tim and Susan Pearson 
Phone: 425-888-6662 

Email: timjpearson@hotmail.com 


Phinney Ridge Thursday 7pm 
Led By: Chris Hall 

Contact: Kim Hall 

Phone: 206-297-7995 

Email: kimbrehall@comcast.net 


Pioneer Square Thursday 6:30pm 
Led By: Jeff Bettger 

Contact: Jeff Bettger 

Phone: 206-227-4397 

Email: jeff.bettger@marshillchurch.org 


Queen Anne Thursday 7pm 

Led By: Kabyn Begg 

Contact: Torrey Maben 

Phone: 206-285-7027 

Email: torreym@marshillchurch.org 


Ravenna Thursday 7pm 
Led By: Troy Dillon 
Contact: Margaret Bullitt 
Phone: 206-524-4401 
Email: mbullitt40@aol.com 


Shoreline Thursday 7pm 

Led By: Adam Sinnett 

Contact: Adam Sinnett 

Phone: 206-283-5150 

Email: adam@acts29network.org 


South Seattle Thursday 10am 
Led By: Kristina Wendorf 
Contact: Kristina Wendorf 
Phone: 206-722-01235 

Email: ktwendorf@gmail.com 
For Women Only 


West Seattle Thursday 7pm 

Led By: David Wright 

Contact: David and Elizabeth Wright 
Phone: 206-658-0341 

Email: dewright8109@msn.com 


Woodinville Thursday 7pm 

Led By: Mark Lautenbach 

Contact: Mark Lautenbach 

Phone: 206-235-1486 

Email: marklautenbach@comcast.net 


Kirkland Friday 10am 

Led By: Angela Giboney 
Contact: Angela Giboney 
Phone: 425-869-1759 

Email: anggiboney@yahoo.com 
For Women Only 


Phinney Ridge Friday 10am 
Led By: Kim Hall 

Contact: Kim Hall 

Phone: 206-297-7995 

Email: kimbrehall@comcast.net 
For Women Only 


Bainbridge Island Saturday 
Led By: Bob Moore 

Contact: Bob and Dixie Moore 
Phone: 206-842-1402 

Email: rim@bainbridge.net 


Shoreline Saturday 55m 

Led By: Mike Wilkerson 

Contact: Mike and Trisha Wilkerson 
Email: trisha@marshillchurch.org 
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Money at Mars Hill 











What do we believe about our stuff? Date Budget Giving # of Givers Attendance (July 1, 2005-February 19, 2006) 

Very simply, everything we have comes from God. Our money 

is a blessing and a tool we use to worship Him by giving to January 15 $100,000 $90,240 438 4385 Total Given $3,122,906 

the church (to further the Gospel in Seattle), providing for Households 2550 

our families and enjoying God and the grace that He gives sanua aa $100,000 $100,281 d ea Average Giving $158/month 

us. You may have a lot and you may have a little, but the real per household 
January 29 $100,000 $93,534 465 4383 


question is: are you worshipping God with your stuff and do 
the first fruits of your checkbook reveal that? 





February 5 $100,000 $93,235 485 3346 





How much should I give? 

The Bible says that giving is for Christians and should be di- 
rected first to your local church. The bible does not say how February 19 $100,000 $102,380 418 4170 
much you should give but rather seeks to deal with the heart 


behind your giving. 2nd Corinthians 8 and 9 say that our MONTHLY BUDGET VS. ACTUAL GIVING 
giving should be cheerful, regular, sacrificial and generous. 


February 12 $100,000 $144,266 495 4206 























EXPAND CAMPAIGN 

















The Bible does not prescribe a percentage; through prayer $600,000 Due to a growing church body 
we must seek to have a clear conscience in regards to our and limitations with meeting 
giving. Jesus says, “For where your treasure is, there your space, we have purchased a new 
heart will be also” (Mt 6:21). = facility one block north at 1401 
NW 50th, started another MH 
Who should give? ere — site in Shoreline, and are planning 


Christians should give faithfully to their local church. If you 
are not a Christian, don’t give—seek to deal with the larger 


a variety of growth options. We 
need to raise at least 3 million 













































































issue: your sin and Jesus’ forgiveness of that sin. We are $300,000 = dollars this year — for full details 
not concerned about the amount people give but about check out the Expansion informa- 
the number of people who are giving. God is building His tion at www.marshillchurch.org 
kingdom through the church, and He asks that all believers Senp 7 
share in this joyous responsibility. This mission is bigger than Needed funds $3,000,000 
just a few of us and takes everyone's effort and faithfulness; orcs E Raised to date $1,819,323 
no matter if you are a college student who can give only 10 Number of 
bucks a month or a millionaire who can give thousands. Giving Households 1,085 
= July August September October November December January Total Needed 

How Can I Give At Mars Hill? E Monthly Budget | $400,000 $320,000 $340,000 $460,000 $400,000 $400,000 $500,000 to be Raised $1,180,677 
o By check or cash placed in the offering basket during Actual Given $356,517 $311,373 $296,416 $431,446 $400,088 $571,587 $422,613 

service *These are budgeted giving numbers. They don’t represent actual surplus or deficit. 


e By check or cash placed In the triangular kiosks located 
in the foyers 
By mailing a check to the church office (contact the office 


if you would like some self addressed envelopes). The Capstone Institute presents... 


e Onli ibuti be given via debi dit card | p A 
= MARCH LECTURE SERIES AA 


e Automatic Payments (ACH) can also be set up - email 
giving@marshillchurch.org 


Pastor Mark Driscoll teaches 
Donation of stock 


March 1* — Jesus: His Expectation & Incarnation 
Sincerely, March 8" — Jesus: His Humiliation & Exaltation 


Pastor Jamie Munson BE 
Pastor Mike Gunn (Harambee Church) teaches 
Questions, Comments or Concerns, March 15" — Understanding Islam, part 1 

e-mail: giving@marshillchurch.org March 224 — Understanding Islam, part 2 


Wednesdays this month at Mars Hill: Ballard | 6:45pm capstone 
register at www.marshillchurch.org institute 
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Women’s Training Day 
Saturday, March 18, at Mars Hill: Ballard, 8:30am 
God has called us to an abundantly satisfying relationship 
with Him. However, even the most committed believer often 
settles for a life cluttered by Christian things rather than 
Christ Himself. We tend to view Christianity as a moral way of 
life that leads to tangible, physical blessings (nice husband, 
obedient kids, vibrant ministry at church). But the greatest 
blessing of all is God Himself. 

The good news of the gospel is not that we can have 
a life filled with nice Christian things, but that we can know 
Christ Himself, that we can talk with God personally, that we 
are granted entrance into God’s presence through Christ's 
death on the cross. There is only ONE thing that can satisfy 
the deepest longings of our soul, and that is God Himself. 
Knowing Him is the greatest of pleasures and the purest of 
rewards. 

Go to www.marshillchurch.org for more details and 
registration. 


Celebrate New Life, Come On! 
Wednesday, March 29, 7pm @ Mars Hill: Ballard 
For the first time ever: As Mars Hill grows with new Christians, 
we are also experiencing an demographic explosion of new 
babies! We will be gathering as a church family to dedicate 
the new babies, baptize believers, and welcome new mem- 
bers to the fellowship of the saints. Feel free to invite your 
family and friends to this historic event in the life of Mars Hill. 
For those of you of you have who have not yet been baptized, 
here’s your chance! 

Email baptism@marshillchurch.org if you'd like to be 
baptised. And If you'd like to have your baby dedicated, email 
babies@marshillchurch.org. 


Recovery Groups 
If you're struggling with addiction, substance abuse, homo- 
sexuality, infertility, post-abortion trauma...Recovery Groups 
are designed to kindly, carefully, and firmly bring about a 
new way of life in Jesus. To join a Recovery Group, email 
recovery@marshillchurch.org. 


www.marshillchurch.org 

Visit the website to listen to past sermon series, read back 
issues of Vox Pop, see pictures of all the elders, check out the 
latest Expansion news, listen to Mars Hill music, subscribe to 
our various podcasts, read film reviews, scour our doctrinal 
statement, sign up for classes, find a community group, and 
search for typos. 


y ~ 


Men: Fight the Good Fight 
May 19-21, Warm Beach Campgrounds, $100 
“For physical training is of some value, but godliness has 


value for all things, holding promise for both the present life 
and the life to come.” — 1 Timothy 4:8. Besides the great 
times of fellowshipping with other brothers at Mars Hill 
Church the purpose of this training camp is to teach men their 
role in God's Kingdom: as sons, as husbands and as fathers. 
We are going to have the opportunity to equip men to be 
disciplined and faithful in their lives through very practical 
and inductive follow ups to every main session. The overall 
outcome of this weekend will hopefully lead to grasping the 
vision that we are Kingdom builders transforming our city. 
Register at www.marshillchurch.org. 


All it takes is 40 minutes 

Getting involved at Mars Hill Church has never been easier. 
Just show up 40 minutes before any Sunday service and you'll 
get to start meeting people and serving right away. Come get 
to know the Welcome Team and start helping out as a greeter, 
usher, security dude, or refreshments server. Get involved at 
the service you attend; church is not a spectator sport. 


Grub & Scrub with the 
Breakfast Club 


Saturdays at 10am 

Breakfast Club is a great place to meet people, fellowship, 
eat well, and get your hands dirty serving your church. Even 
if you just started coming to Mars Hill, you’re welcome to 
join this ministry. Just drop in any Saturday at 10am to enjoy 
the not-so-early-morning goodness. Plus, It’s way better than 
detention! 


Capstone, Jesus, & Islam 

This month, Mars Hill’s Capstone Institute introduces a new 
lecture series. Pastor Mark Driscoll will hold a two-session 
presentation on Jesus, March 1st and March 8th. Pastor Mike 
Gunn of Harambee Church will discuss Islam on March 15th 
and 22nd. Go to www.marshillchurch.org to register for the 
Capstone Lecture Series. 


Gospel 101 Class 

Wednesdays starting March 29th, 6:45pm, MH: Ballard 
Anyone can sign up for this four-week class to learn more 
about Jesus, Mars Hill, and what we believe. If you're inter- 
ested in becoming a member, if you want to learn more, or if 
you're just curious, register for this four-week class at 
www.marshillchurch.org. Classes begin March 29th. 


OSOS 


Reform and Resurge: 2006 

May 9-11th, Mars Hill: Ballard, $199 (registration limited) 
As another generation comes of age, the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ must resurge to meet the needs of people and their 
continually changing cultures. The time has come for the 
church to move forward into the time and place for which 
God purposed us, and to meet our day with unchanging, 
vibrant, unabashed Truth. 

Reform & Resurge: 2006 is a conference that exists to 
provide encouragement, guidance, and instruction for the 
church and its leadership. Speakers include Dr. Tim Keller, Dr. 
Ed Stetzer, Mark Driscoll, Anthoney Bradley, Matt Chandler, 
Joshua Harris, and Darrin Patrick. Topics will address issues 
such as: 

e Preaching the Christian Gospel to a secular audience 

e The role of mercy ministry in cultural transformation 

e Methods for engaging and decoding culture 

e Practical tips for pastors 

e Emerging theological errors in need of correction 
Go to www. TheResurgence.com for more information. 


101 and counting... 

More than 100 Community Groups meet each week 
throughout the Puget Sound. In houses and apartments 
and condos, people gather together for one reason: Jesus. 
At Mars Hill, Community Groups are the vital conduit that 
connects Sunday with the rest of the week and the rest 
of our lives. Join a Community Group and see the face of 
Mars Hill. Check the latest listings in this edition of Vox Pop. 
Email leadership @marshillchurch.org if you can lead and/or 
host a group. 


Mars Hill goes to...Mars Hill? 
That's right, pastors and members are planning a trip over- 
seas in June to visit the cities where God used Paul to build 
and bolster the early church. Stops include Athens and the 
site of Paul’s famous sermon from which we take our name, 
as well as Corinth-the church in our current sermon series. 
All-inclusive package covers flight, hotel, all scheduled site 
visits, and meals. Interested’? Email /ife@marshillchurch.org 
for more information. 


Email voxpop@marshillchurch.org 
Vox Pop means “Voice of the People.” We want to hear what 
you think about what Vox Pop is and where you think it should 
go. What kind of stories do you like to read about? Do you 
have any good ideas? What do you enjoy about Vox Pop? 
What would you like to see change? Help us craft this news- 
paper into a fruitful act of literate and aesthetic worship. 
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march 


for more information, visit www.marshillchurch.org 


weekly this season 


sunday services 
mars hill: ballard 
8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30am, 5pm, & 7pm 
(no Children’s Ministry during the 7pm) 
1401 NW Leary Way 
Seattle, WA 98101 
mars hill: shoreline 9:45am & 11:45am 
Schirmer Auditorium (CRISTA Ministries campus) 
Greenwood Ave N and N 195th St 
Seattle, WA 98133 





capstone lecture series 

wednesdays 6:45pm, ballard 
March 1st and 8th, Pastor Mark Driscoll will teach a 
two-part series about Jesus. March 15th and 22nd, 
Pastor Mike Gunn will teach a two-part series about 
Islam. Register at www.marshillchurch.org. 


proxy 

wednesdays, 6:45pm in the paradox 
High school and junior high students are invited to 
gather for worship, testimony, teaching, and prayer. 


jericho junction 

wednesdays, 6:45pm, Mars Hill: Ballard 
Jericho Junction presents the Word of God through 
the use of drama and puppets. It’s an artful, 
interesting, and exciting way for children to learn 
everyday application of the Bible. 


“the breakfast club” 

(10am saturday mornings at 

Mars Hill: Ballard) 
Breakfast, prayer and fellowship, preparing our 
church for worship the following day. Show up at 
the Paradox, Saturdays at 10am. 


also in march 

women’s training day 

march18, 8:30am-6pm, $15 
For the women of Mars Hill, this is the yearly oppor- 
tunity to gather together as one, to seek God's face 
as a unit, and to learn together in a way that allows 
encouragement and accountability with each other. 
Members and non-members welcome, register 
online at www.marshillchurch.org. 


film and theology: “crash” 

march 17, 6:45pm, Ballard 
Multiple lives intersect in modern-day Los Angeles, 
unleashing prejudice, ethical dilemmas, and Don 
Cheadle. Come watch this Best Picture-nomiated 
film, followed by discussion. 
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Sunday Services 6:45pm 
Capstone 
Jericho Junction 
Proxy 
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Sunday Services 6:45pm 

Kids’ Ministry Train- Capstone 
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Sunday Services Paradox: volunteer 6:45pm 

open house Capstone 
Jericho Junction 
Proxy 
PRESIDENTS’ DAY 
26 27 28 29 


Sunday Services Paradox show: 7:30pm 6:45pm 


New Member Evening Recovery Groups 
Celebrate New Life 
Jericho Junction 


Proxy 


celebrate new life 

march 29, 7pm, Ballard 
All of Mars Hill is invited for this special eve- 
ning of baptisms galore and baby dedica- 
tions aplenty. If you’d like to get baptized, 
email baptism@marshillchurch.org. 
If you'd like to dedicate your baby, email 
babies@marshillchurch.org. 


paradox concerts (Always all ages) 
We're pleased to offer Mars Hill facilities as a very 
practical, hospitable outreach to our local music 
scene. Check out www.theparadox.org for 
more information on concerts. 
march 11, 7:30pm, $7 
Juhu Beach and friends 
march 21, 5:30pm 
Volunteer open house. Open to anyone who is 
interested in volunteering with The Paradox 
march 25, 8pm, $7 
Say Hi To Your Mom, Matthew Shaw & Central 
Services 
march 28, 7:30pm, $7 
An Albatross & Octopus Project 
april 1, 8pm, $7 
Akimbo, Playing Enemy & Valley of the Dinosaurs 


Jericho Junction 


Outdoors: Night Ski 
6:30pm 
Recovery Groups 


Shawn McDonald 
concert, 69m 


Breakfast Club: 10am 
Outdoors: Snow Day 
Outdoors: Bike Skagit 
Coalition: 2-4pm 
Paradox show: 7:30pm 


16 17 18 
6:30pm Film & Theology: Women’s Training Day 
Recovery Groups Crash, 6:45pm Outdoors: 
Snow camping 
ST. PATRICK'S DAY 
23 24 25 


Breakfast Club: 10am 
Outdoors: SCUBA 
Paradox show: 8pm 


6:30pm 
Recovery Groups 


30 31 
6:30pm Proxy movie night 





mars hill outdoors 
Contact each event leader for details on these 
and other Outdoors events. 
march 9 
Thursday night ski at Alpental. Contact: 
dan_harder@hotmail.com 
march 11 
Rock-climbing at Stone Gardens. Nancyjean 
Tripp: jersey_climbgirl@yahoo.com 
march 11 
Bike Skagit. Contact: Meilee Lim 
limmei@gmail.com 
march 18 
Snow camping. Contact: Jim Mallory 
jrmallory@hotmail.com 
march 25 
SCUBA at Edmonds Underwater Park. Contact: 
Janelle Baarspul, jabaarspul@yahoo.com 
april 1 
Tour de West Seattle. Contact: Ali Wick 
awick@anchorenv.com 


coalition sk8 

march 11, 2-4pm 
Come shred at Inner Space in Seattle. Info and 
waiver at www.innerspaceskateboarding.com. 
Email Micah at setapart81@hotmail.com. 


